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LPSS TAKES ACTION FOLOWING PARTIAL RESWLTS FROM PLANTATIONAIR QUALITY
TESTING

LAFAYETTE, LA. N The Lafayette Parish School SystemOs administration recognizes the importar
of responding promptly to complaints of poor indoorcaiality in our schools and offices. We have a
primary response team who investigate and resolve these complaints, whether they originate with
employees or with students and their parents. Depending on the complexity of the indoor air quality
(IAQ) problam, the response will differ, but most complaints will be addressed with the following
action. As each specific complaint is received, the primary response team members visit the facility
conduct a visual inspection; interview occupants to identify areesncern; identify the source of the
water intrusion that may be causing the mold problem; complete repairs necessary to stop water
intrusion; and clean up any area that has mold growth and retest to verify that remediation was
successful. While many pple believe the first step in an investigation process is environmental testin
that is rarely the case. Sometimes, the team may recommend environmental sampling.

The primary response team follows protocols dictated by the Environmental Protectioy AffeAs
and also follows guidelines from the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Mos
states, including Louisiana, do not have state guidelines regarding indoor air quality.

Due to concerns expressed by parents, the Lafayette Pahnisbl System conducted culture samples in
selected rooms at Plantation Elementary School in December, 2006, and conducted air sampling in
February, 2007, to check for the presence of mold that might pose environmental health risks to buil
occupants. Tése tests all revealed no elevated quantities of mold.

On March 31, 2007, the Lafayette Parish School System again conducted air sampling at Plantation
Elementary School to check for the presence of mold. On April 6 (Good Friday school system holidi
LPSS received partial results from the March 31 testing. Below is an excerpt from the report on the
results of those air samples.

Four spore trap air samples were taken in the school. Results of these air samples indicate
amplified fungal concentratiortd primarily CladosporiumandStachybotryspores in the band
room. The other air samples taken in Rooms 28 and 49 are not considered abnormal.

Based on the airborne fungal results, the concentrations of fungal elements se=ms to b
translating into a potential airborne threat and does need attention as it can escalate over tim
The results of the air samples, especially the amplified lev&sachybotrysire of particular
concern and may be posing an undue health risk.
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Stachybotryshrives on watedamaged, cellulosech materials, such as sheetrock, paper,
ceiling tile, insulation backing and wallpaper. The presence of this fungus in homes and
buildings is significant because of the moldOs ability to produce mintsuch as Satratoxin

H, which are extremely toxic. Exposure to these toxins can occur through inhalation, ingestic
or dermal exposure. Symptoms include dermatitis, cough, rhinitis, nose bleeds, a burning
sensation in the mouth and nasal passagd,aul flu symptoms, headache, general malaise, an
fever.

Cladosporiums the most commonly identified outdoor fungus. The outdoor numbers are
reduced in the winter, but are often high in the summer, particularly in the southern states, ar
are often foad indoors in numbers less than outdoor numb€tadosporiums a common
allergen. Indoo€Cladosporiunmspecies may be different than the species identified outdoors. It
is commonly found on the surface of fiberglass duct liner in the interior of sdpptyg. A wide
variety of plants are food sources for this fungus. It is found on dead plants, woody plants, fo
straw, soil, paint and textiles. It can cause mycosis and is a common cause of extrinsic asthr

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPRublication OMold Remediation in Schools and
Commercial BuildingsO presents guidelines for the remediation/cleanup of mold and moisturt
problems in schools and commercial buildings; these guidelines include measures designed -
protect the health of buling occupants and remediators. These guidelines are based on the a
and type of material affected by water damage and/or mold growth. Because very little growt
was seen on surfaces or on wall materials, [we] define the affected area in the [banal$:roo

Medium- total surface area affected between 10 and 100 (ft), should be remediated using lim
or full Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), and would require limited containment of the are
or adjacent areas. (Limited containment; Use polyetig/lgheeting ceiling to floor around
affected areavith a slit entry and covering flap; maintain area under negative pressure with
HEPA filtered fan unit. Bloc&upply and return air vents within containment area.)

On April 9 (another school system hoyaLPSS hired Professional Outsourcing to conduct the
remediation of the Plantation Elementary band room and band storage room.

The trained professionals with Professional Outsourcing performed the following actions:
Removed the ceiling tile

Remo\ed the insulation above the ceiling

Hot-water and steantleaned the evaporator coils of the A/C unit

Fogged the room twice with disinfectant antimicrobial solutions

Wiped all the furniture and articles in the room with disinfectant antimiakgbiutions
Wiped the walls with disinfectant antimicrobial solutions

Mopped the floors with disinfectant antimicrobial solutions

Ran air scrubbers with HEPA filters

Vacuumed the A/C ductwolkksupply and return
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Following this work, Environmental Partners conducted peshediation air sample tests on Saturday,
April 14. The results will be available, hopefully, Tuesday, April 17. Additional tests were conductec
on March 31, which require a longer time period for results tebermined. LPSS will release more
information when we receive the results of these tests.

OBased on the results weOve received so far, and the action weOve taken to address the one area
concern reported in our results, we believe Plantation Elenyestsafe for our students, our staff and
visitors,O said Burnell Lemoine, Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer.

The Lafayette Parish School System takes complaints about indoor air quality very seriously. Each
complaint is investigated andsolved so that we can protect the health of our students, our campus
visitors, and our employees.



