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NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK SET FOR OCT15-19
Students will vote for their favorite healthy school lunch.

LAFAYETTE, LA. N Lafayette Parish schools will celebrate National School Lunch Week (NSLW)
Oct. 1519, along with schde around the country. ODuring this week, we want to stress that school
lunches can be kidsO favorite dishes and be nutritiously prepared at the same time,O said Renee S
supervisor of Child Nutrition Services for Lafayette Parish. OWe need &b ttismotion that school
cafeterias serve junk food.O

Sherville says these are the facts about the school lunch program:
* School lunches meet the Dietary Guidelines for Americans and are served in age appropr
portions.
* Research has shown that schoawmidhes have a superior nutritional content than bag lunches
including more fresh fruits and vegetables.
* Research has shown a link between school meals and improved scores in standardized t¢
This information is supportday The State of School Nutrito2007 Report. Out of 1,200 school
districts surveyed a majority of schools offerfiae or lowfat milk (97%), fresh fruits and vegetables
(96%), salad bars or ppackaged salads (88%), yogurt and yogurt drinks (81%)-&aatch baked
items (63%) ad vegetarian meals (52%).

OWhile our emphasis this week will be on the quality and nutritional content of school lunches, we a
will engage our students in activities that will be fun and help us learn what food items they prefer,O
Sherville added.

This yearOs theme of National School Lunch Week is OVote for School Lunch.O This campaign giv:
kids a chance to learn about and vote for their favorite school lunch from a list of five popular
candidates in school cafeterias. Like in any election, eachidzdaa has its own OplatformO for voters to
consider (see attached). The five healthy school lunch candidates running for election are: Biff Burc
Jesse Wrap, Patty Mac OnO Cheese, Pippa Potato and Yumi Rice Bowl. The polls will be open unt
19 with the winning lunch being announced on Monday, Oct. & 2007 winner will go on to

compete in the 2008 Presidential election against Pizzéfe2e2006 and firstver OVote For School
LunchO campaign winner.

In addition to the election, othertadties include:
* Students will be challenged nationwide to design and name candidates that they would m
like to see run in Vote for School Lunch 20D8residential Election.
* Five schools will be highlighted for National School Lunch Week, with iiffeactivities
each day of the week. The five schools in Lafayette are:



o Duson Elementary
o L. Leo Judice Elementary
o Milton Elementary
o Scott Middle
o L.J. Alleman Middle
* The highlighted schools will distribute nutritional, educational and promotional darnrsy
lunch periods.
* Each school will feature a lunch meal representing/promoting a candidate.
* The remaining schools within the parish will participate in selected activities.

National School Lunch Week was created in 1962 by President John F. Kenpeoiyntde the benefits

of the federally funded National School Lunch Program (NSLP). The NSLP began in 1946 and now
serves more than 29 million children in school every day, in more that 99,000 schools. In 2005 alon
Congress appropriated $11.417 billiimn the child nutrition programs.
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