2009 LPS Discipline Guidelines

L AFAYETTE PARISH SCHOOL SYSTEM
PO DRAWER 2158
L AFAYETTE , L OUISIANA 70502

Dear Parents and Students,

Recently the Lafayette Parish School Board adopted new disciplateryl plans for s
and bus behavior. The new disciplingproatdeesiep byep platologicallpddress
each disciplinary infra@gwell as improve our ability to collect and analyze disciplinary
data.More importantly, a new fidgsoiplinary consequeaek&do keep students in an
educational environmenerahantdaome on suspendiba.following information will
assst you imnderstamjthe new discipline matrices and the vital role that you play as
parents in enforcing appropriate school behavior. Please review this document with yot
child(ren)

Sincerely

Burnell Lemoine
Superintendebafayette Parish School System

What is the Matrix?

The Matrix is a chart indicating all behavior infraction categories, a definition for each behavior
infraction, and a sequence of consequences for each infragfiomiddle and high school

students now have a matrix to guide tltBscipline consequence for school behavior violations.
All students have a matrix for bus violations.

How does it work?

You would first determine the behavior offense your child was writgefor in the left most

columns You woul d then follow that row across and
should be the first consequence your child should receive for that offense. For further offenses
in that category the consequencesprdcee o t he ri ght . The A00 indi

optionalat any | evel of offense andmandateryeveyo i ndi c «
time the offense occurs.

A Quick Overview of Changes

- Middle and Highschool students have a new set@fisequences for school misbehavior
- All students have new consequences for bus misbehavior

- There are several new interventions: Saturday Intervention, Parent Conferences
following Suspension, Probation Cards and Alternative to Suspension
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- Parent Cordrene following suspensions i w required

- Parents can be referred to court for refusing to meet with the school following a
suspension

- Cell phones and other electronic equipment may be confiscated for a period of time

- Two Interventions have new names: BdbaClinic is now Detention and Discipline
Center is now In School Suspension

Disciplinary Interventions Defined

School wide Expectations Taught

It is a mandatory component of Positive Behavior Support that schools teach school wide
expectations to alitudents in the beginning of each school year. S Rfuires that all schools
preteach these expectations, and should do so before writing a student up on a state report.

Parent Contact

These contacts may includagne cak, notesin agendaor commuication folder, home visst

or mailed notificatios. Parent contact must occur anytime a State Report is completed. The
administrator handling discipline should make this contact. A PACE call may be used for the
parent contact except for when assignifignreat Assessment, In School Suspension, Alternative
to Suspension, Out of School Suspension, Saturday Intervention, Detention or Recommended
Expulsion.

Confiscation

Anit em i s removed from studentds possdateasi on an
decided upon by administrator. This does not apply to those items specifically listed-in LSA
R.S. 17:416 (drugs, weapons).

MIDDLE SCHOOL ONLY: For cell phones and electronics, the first violation will result in a 5

(five) day confiscation, withhte administration returning the phone or electronics to the parent or
guardianébés custody. The 2nd and subsequent t
confiscation at which time the item will be returned to the custody of the parent olaguard

Threat Assessment

This screening is initiated by the administrator assigning discipline to a student who has made a
threat or when concerns arise, which in the a
violence on the part of the student. Thepose is to determine the validity of a threat, and to

tailor interventions and/or consequences accordingly.idtdétermined that there must be

further assessment, the administrator will refer the threat assessment to the STARS team. Ifitis

dete mi ned that there is no threat, the compl et e
confidential file.
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Restitution/ Apology/ Think Sheet

This intervention is focused on the child making up for the wrong he has committed. He must
either physicallynake up for the wrong, as in restitution by paying for vandalism, or apologize

to theone upon whom a wrong has been perpetrated. Further, a Think Sheet may be assigned in
order to guide a student into seeing the consequences of his choice and thigyoEsither

choices in the future.

Referral to School Counselor or Mental Health Professional

The administrator will first refer a student to the school counselor for assistance in investigating
possible causes for the infraction, as well as wagstmsel the child towards making

appropriate choicesThe administrator may also refer a student to a mental health professional
for certain infraction types, aral/repetition of certain infractions. A STARS referral or other
referral specific to the ool site may also be utilizedd parent must sign permission for-on

going STARS counseling.

Behavior Assessment Plan

The committee for drafting a behavior assessment plan may include the following: teacher (if
student is in elementary school, setitained or behavior offenses occur mainly in 1 class),
administrator, counselor, social worker, PBS representative, parent, student, mentor or caring

adult invited with parent permission. In addition, the school may designate that the SBLC draft
theplann f t he studentds behavior problems are on

One step of the plan may refer child to the STARS mental health professional or counselor after
the behavior plan is drafted. Other steps may include the use ofragzrogport, with parental
input, where available.

Safe and Drug Free Schools Referral/Drug Education
A referral will be made to these programs if student violates the drug, tobacco or alcohol policy.

School Specific Interventions

The administrator g@pensing discipline will choose a consequence available at the school, such
as:

Peer mediation

Behavior Interventionist

Time Out Room

Buddy Teacher Time Out

Lunch Detention

Work Detail

Home School Coordinator Meeting

Proactive Behavior or Social Bk group (i.e. Anger management, social skills,

leadership program, SRRun groups)

Repair uniform violation

Parent Shadowing
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Each school will submit their list to the LPSS Discipl@emmittee priothebeginning of each
school year for approval.

TeacherAssistancéleani School Building LevelCommitteé Family Support/ issroom
Assistancéfeam (k3) referral (optional at any time)

An administrator can refer a student to the appropriate committee for support, interventions
and/or assessment. Theséerrals are optional for any infraction and may be made at any time
deemed appropriate by an administrator. In addition, these referrals are strongly recommended
for repeated violations.

Zero on Assignment

This consequence applies only when a studeaats on a test or steals a test. State testing
security policy will apply for statenandated tesi{s.e. LEAP, iLEAP, GEE)

Loss of Privileges

A student may lose privileges, as determinedhgadministrator dispensing discipline, for

certain infradbns. These privileges may include loss of minor privileges such as recess,

attending inschool functions with class (pep rallies), or other privileges which are unrelated to

the studentés educational pr ogr aleges. I n additi

A student can also lose privileges related to after school activities, such as attendance at sporting
events, gamesgy involvement in extracurricular activities

Detention (formerly called Behavior Clinic)

Morning or afternoometention for 45ninutes to 1 hour in duration: Maximum of 4 High; 4
Middle

Detention will be held on the campus of the school issuing tletie and will not remove the
child from his regular schedule of classes. During Detention, students will reflect on choices
they made thatesulted in their assignmentBetention, and which choices they will make in the
future. Schools will utilize materials of instruction during Detentlatwill teach appropriate
replacement behaviors.

Probation Card: Maximum of 3 perlsgol year

A student may be placed on a probation card as an intervention. Parental contact must be made
on the day the card is issued. Teachers should also sign the probation card each day.

Middle and High school students will be on probation for isdduring the period of
probation, the student must give the card to the teacher at the beginning of the class period, or
ri sk receiving a ob#hod (Unsatisfactory) in the

The student must exhibit appropriate behavior in all clagsemg all schobactivities and
compl ete all class assignments for the specif
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during the class or activity. At the end of the specified time period, the student must return the
completed probation card to the admtrator who issued the card.

After 5 consecutive days without AUb6s0, the
probation, to end probation.

After the issuance of the 3rd AUOG, or wupon
issuirg teacher shall attach the card to a State Report and the student will be assigned In School
Suspension.

In-School Suspension (ISS) (formerly called Discipline Center):
Maximum of 4 Middle/ 4 High SchooMo Maximumfor Elementary

This intervention iskte removal of a student from his regular instruction for a half day or whole
day. However, ISS does not count as a suspension from school which accrues towards
recommended expulsion.

The student will be with a certified teacher who will present and awisimeaningful activities
which teach students appropriate replacement behaviors. Students who are assigned ISS will
complete missed class work/tests for full credit.

Saturday Intervention (SI): (Not counted as a suspension)
(Maximum of 2 Middle andHigh School only; not used at Elementary School)

The student and a parent/guardian must attend a ¥2 day program at an assigned school site. A
student may not come without a parent. Transportation is not provided. Parents and students
will be assigneda groups and instructed in appropriate topics (anger management, parenting,
social skills, decision making)Those students who miss Saturday Intervention will be assigned
a 1 day out of schoaluspension. LuncWill not be provided at any site.

Alternative to SuspensigATS)(Middle and High School Only) (Maximum of 1)

Students will be assigned to this-ampus site for one to three days for first time fights. ATS

will be assigned to in lieu of an out of school suspenfiofighting. This doesiot count as a
susgension from schoand the student will be allowed to complete academic work upon return.
The parent must accompany the child to the base school for a conference upon their return from
a suspension of this nature. Failure to bring ElabiATS will result in the next intervention

being applied by school administrator.

Materials used at ATS will include the regular curriculum at the grade level from the home
based school. Additional materials may include: LEAP preparationialat€®ED preparation
materialsand other academic materials. In addition, bullying prevention, Boys Town Social
Skills Training, anger management and problem solving curriculums will be employed.

Out of School Suspension (Maximum of 10 days)

The student isuspended home for a period of time. The stidemarked absent and receives
zeros on all assignments/tesi¢o student will be readmitted to school without a parent

conference. An Out of School suspensfthen may

t

S

h
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suspended student calls the principal, expresses remorse, and asks to return to school, following
a parent conference.

A parent conference is mandatory for a student to return to school following suspendable
offenses, both at the Alternative &dand Out of SchoolThe marent or legal guardian dfe
child must physically return the child to school.

Recommended Expulsion

Students may be recommended for expulsion on'treigpendable offense and must be
recommended for expulsion prior to the" day of out of school suspension. This may be an
accumulation ofule violationsor for other serious orme infractions (drugs, weapons, and

other serious offenses). Recommended Expulsion for Threatening (5C) should only be utilized
for seriousyiable threats as determined on the Threat Assessment. A due process hearing will
be conducted by a district employee from Child Welfare and Attendance who reviews the
studends discipline recordallows testimony from the student and school staff arades a
determination.

Discipline and Alternative Schools

Students removed from their home campus and placed at an alternative school site are subject to
additional or alternate disciplinary measures that are discussed during the admission of the
student® the Alternative Program. Stewtts assigned to an Alternatireogram lose their rights

and privileges to be aany regular school campus uritiey have been released from the

Alternative Program.

Parental Responsibilities in the Disciplinary Process

Current Contact Information

Parents should provide the school with up to date telephone numbers and addresses. When a
note is written to a parent, they should sign the note/agenda and have the student return with it on
the next school day. If the teaclequests a phone call or conference the parent should contact
the school in a timely fashion. Communication between school and home is encouraged but
must be scheduled in advance with the teacher to respect class instruction time.

Informing the Parentf Action

Correspondence regarding disciplinary action will be made through phone contact, letters/notes
sent home with the student (agenda books and weekly folders), and letters sent to the home
address through the mail. Parents/guardians shall besddtifivriting and/or by telephone

when any disciplinary adns are applied in gradesX: The following consequences require a
phone call: Threat Assessment, In School Suspension, Alternative to Suspension, Out of School
Suspension, Saturday Intervemtj Detention or Recommended Expulsion.

Immediate Disciplinary Removal
A student whose presence in or about a school poses continued danger to any person or property
or an ongoing threat of disruption to the academic process shall be immediately rerooved f
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the school premisef?hone calls home regarding discipline should be returned immediately.
Sometimes it becomes necessary to remove a student from campus immediately due to
safety/disciplinary action. A parent or guardian should be available by @@ times and
must make arrangements for pick up as necessary.

Suspensions

Letters written informing parents bfh e i r suspensibndmMl be sent to the home. The parent
should comply by not sending the child to any schoob school relatedvents for the entirety

of the suspension.

Parent Conference Following Suspension

Any student placed at the Alternative to Suspension site or Out of School Suspended may not

return to school without a parent conference. The parent should come withidhe school on

the date they are to retuimom their suspension to meet with the principal or a school staff

member. If the parent does not attend, the principal may choose not to readmit the student and
mayrequire the parent come to pick up the stutd For continued refusal to attend a conference

the parent wil/l be referred to the District A
truancy.

Recommending Expulsion

The parent or guardian of a student recommended for expulsion from sclhoeteive a

certified letter outlining the expulsion procedures. The studewtipermitted to attend

schooluntil the due process hearing is held. A parent or guardian must titéehelaringand

bring the student dressed in school uniform. Faito schedule and attend the hearing so that a

di sposition may be made will result in referr
Office for truancy. The parent and student shall be subject to all sanctions pursuant to Children's
Code Aticle 730 (8) and 731 (La. R.S. 17:416A).

Transportation

It is the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian to provide timely transportation for the
student should a student be disciplined for any behavior violations that require additional time at
school (before, after, or during school) or any discipline programs (CAPS, LAPS, Choices,
Alternative to Suspensidn If transportation cannot be arranged you should report this to the
school principal.
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
SCHOOL SYSTEM
LOCAL CODES (CIMS)

DEFINITION OF DISCIPLINARY VIOLATION

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(INITIAL INFRACTION)

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(REPEATED INFRACTION)

01 Willful Disobedience/
Defiance

Eefusal to follow directions. (e.g. Refusing to
identify oneself, report where told)

Counsel and Warn to Suspension

Detention to Suspension {1-3 Days)
with scheduled parent conference

02 Disrespect

Talking back and/or socially rude mteractions to a
school emplovee.

Counsel and Warn to Suspension

Detention to Recommended
Expulsion

03 False Accusation Against a
School Employee

A student accuses a school system employee of
something which 15 not supported by evidence and
has no substantial proof and is capable of causing
harm to that person’s employment and/or reputation.

Restitution through written and
verbal apology and
acknowledgement of wrongdoing
to Suspension

Suspenszion to Recommended
Expulsion

04A Profane or Obscene
Language used to a school
employee

Werbalizing profane langnage or displaving profane
symbols or gestures to a school emplovee.

Counsel and Wam to In School
Suspension

Detention to Suspension

04B Profane or Obscene
Language used against
another

Werbalizing profane langnage or displaying profane
symbols or gestures to another

Counsel and Warn to In School
Suspension

Detention to Suspension

05A Harassment

Severe or serious repeated harassment, intimidation,
bullying, or hazing of a student which may include
harmfil gossip/mumors, unwelcome sexual advances,
use of sexually suggestive language, requests for
sexual favors, and/or verbal or physical conduct.
May include photographing and/or publishing
photographs of another without written permission
while on a school campus, schoel bus, or at a school
related event. 5ee glossary for definitions

Recommend Expulsion

Same

05B Harassment of School
Employee

Severe or serious repeated harassment, intimidation,
bullying, or hazing of a school employee which may
include harmful gossip/mumeors, unwelcome sexual
advances, use of sexually suggestive language,
requests for sexual favors, and/or verbal or physical
conduct. May include photographing and/or
publishing photographs of another without written
permission while on a school campus, school bus, or
at a school related event. See glossary for definitions

Fecommend Expulsion

Same

05C Threatening

A threat to cause physical harm to another person
with or without the use of a weapon that includes all
of the following elements (1) INTENT: an intention
that the threat 1s heard or seen by the person who 15
the object of the threat; (2) FEAR: A reasonable fear
or apprehension by the person who is the object of
the threat that the threat could be carried out: (3)
CAPABILITY: the ability of the offender to actually
carry out the threat directly or by a weapon or other
instrument that can easily be obtained.

Suspension (1-3 Days) to
Recommend Expulsion and File
Police Eeport

Recommend Expulsion
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
SCHOOL SYSTEM
LOCAL CODES (CIMS)

DEFINITION OF DISCIPLINARY VIOLATION

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(INITIAL INFRACTION)

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(REPEATED INFRACTION)

06 Safety Violation

Engaging in low level physical contact or behavior

Counsel and Warn to Suspension

In School Suspension to

not meant to seriously injure another. {ie.: Suspension
horseplay)
07A Distribution of a Possession of, or knowledge of and intentional Elementarv: Refer to School Same
Controlled Dangerous distribution of, or possession with intent to distribute | Board through a Recommendation
Substance any 1llegal narcotic, drug or other controlled for Action
078 Possession of a substance governed by the Uniform Controlled All cases: File police report and/or
Controlled Dangerous Dangerous Substances Law (includes one’s own refer to District Attorney for action.
Substance prescription medication) on school property, on a Refer to Safe and Dimug Free
07C Sale of a Controlled school bus, or at a school event. Schools for testing and screening
Dangerous Substance for evidence of abuse (SASSI).
07D Under the Influence of a Under the influence any illegal narcotic, drug or Recommend Expulsion Same

Controlled Dangerous
Substance

other controlled substance governed by the Uniform
Controlled Dangerous Substances Law on school
property, on a school bus, or at a school event.

08A Possess Smoking
Material Tobacco
03B Smoking

Smoking or possessing tobacco products

Elementarv: Counsel and Warn to
Suspension

Suspension (1-3 Days)

09A Distribution of Alcohol Having alcohol on one’s person or one’s Elementary: Counsel and Warn Same
098 Possession of Alcohol locker/carbook bag/other personal items on a school | with Parent Contact to Recommend
09C Sale of Alcohol campus or at a school-related event: Displaving Expulsion
09D Under Influence of evidence or admitting to being intoxicated on school
Alcohol property of at a school-related event: Distribution
{giving, loaning. or selling) of alcoholic beverages on
a school campus or at a school-related event.
010A Possession of Possession of electronic device (MP3 plavers, Cell Phones: Cell Phones:

Electronic Equipment
0108 Possession of a Cell
Phone

010C Use of a Cell Phone

headphones, cell phones, etc.) on a school campus or
bus or at a school event which 1s prohibited by the
Electronic Resource or Cell Phone policies

Elementary School- Confiscation
of device

All other Electronic Equipment-
Confiscation of device to
Suspension {1 Day)

Suspension-All levels
All other devices: Detention to
Suspension

010D Dress Code/ID
Violation

Clothing, accessories, hairstyles, etc that violate the
vniform policy or failing to wear one’s ID
appropriately (following an established minor
infraction policy).

Counsel and Warn to Eemove from
class untl appropriate attire 1s
obtained

Eepeat violations should be coded
under Willful Disobedience

010E Classroom/Campus
Disturbance

Student prevents the normal course of a process or
activity in the classroom or on the campus.

Counsel and Warn to In School
Suspension

In Scheol Suspension {may be
multiple davs) to Placement on the
next Disciplinary Level

010F Public Display of
Affection

Participating in kissing, touching, or other acts of
inappropriate public affection

Counsel and Warn to In School
Suspension

In School Suspension to
Suspensicn (1 Day)

10G Accumulation of Minor
Infractions

Student continues to engage in minor behavior after
receiving an accumulation of minor infraction
consequences as determined by school’s nunor
infraction policy

Detention to Suspension

In School Suspension to
Suspension
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
SCHOOL SYSTEM
LOCAL CODES (CIMS)

DEFINITION OF DISCIPLINARY VIOLATION

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(INITIAL INFRACTION)

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(EEPEATED INFRACTION)

011A Vandalism/Property
Damage Under a $100 Value

The intentional destruction, damage, or defacement
of public or private property without the consent of
the owner or the person having custody or control of
it valued at under 5100 (including technology
equipment).

Counsel and Warn with restitution
to Recommend Expulsion with
restitution {including work detail)
A student can be refused
readmussion if restitution is not
made unless directed to do so by
the Superintendent of Schools.

Suspension (1-3 Days) to
Recommend Expulsion

011B Vandalism/Property
Damage Over a 5100 Value

The intentional destruction, damage, or defacement
of public or private property without the consent of
the owner or the person having custody or control of
it valued at more than $100 {including technology
equipment).

Counsel and Warn with restitution
to Recommend Expulsion with
restitution {including work detail)
A student can be refused
readmussion if restitution is not
made unless directed to do so by
the Superintendent of Schools.

Suspension (1-3 Days) to
Recommend Expulsion

012
Writing/Drawing/Accessing
Profane Language or

Wrniting/drawing/accessing profane language or
obscenity.

Obscenity
013 Possession of a Physical control over a weapon which 1s prohibited Fecommend Expulsion {required Recommend Expulsion {required
Firearm/Explosive under federal law and defined in Section 921 of Title | for firearms only). File police for firearms only). File police

Weapon Tvpe Sub
Categories:

A Expels Projectile by
Explosive

B Frame or Feceiver of 130
C Firearm Muffler or
Silencer

D Explosive/Incendiary or
Poison

E Barrel Bore more than 0.57

F Parts to Assemble Dor E

18 of the US Code (in one’s car. book bag, locker,
etc.) Firearms under this definition are weapons
from which a bullet is discharged by gun powder.

report and/or refer to District
Attorney for action.

report and/or refer to District
Attornev for action.

0144 Knives
014B Other Injurious Objects

Physical control over a weapon, knife or other
implement which can be used as a weapon (e g. pellet
guns, box cufters, razors, fireworks) or any facsimile
of a weapon. Firearms, under this definition, do not
discharge bullets by gun powder.

Suspension to Recommend
Expulsion

Recommend Expulsion

013A Throwing Objects
Likely to Injure

Throwing of any object which mav be imurious to
others that does not result in injury and there is no
intent to cause harm.

Counsel and Warn to Suspension

Suspension

016A Instigating a Fight
016B Participating in a Fight

Instigating is prompting, encouraging or bringing
about a fight through ones words or actions.
Participating 1s when two or more persons mutually
participate in vielent physical means such as blows
with fists or a weapon that requires physical restraint
or results mn injury.

Elementary: Discretion of
Principal

Elementary: Same

10
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
SCHOOL SYSTEM
LOCAL CODES (CIMS)

DEFINITION OF DISCIPLINARY VIOLATION

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(INITIAL INFRACTION)

RANGE OF CONSEQUENCES
(REPEATED INFRACTION)

017A Bomb Threat Making a threat to harm or falsely reporting that a Recommend Expulsion and refer to | Same
bomb 15 on campus Law Enforcement
0178 Pulling Fire Alarm Pulling a fire alarm on campus Elementary: In School Same

Suspension to Suspension (1-3

Days)
018A Left Classroom Without | Exiting a classroom or instructional area without Counsel and Warn to In School In Scheol Suspension (2 or more
Consent explicit permission of the mnstructor Suspension days) to Suspension
018B Left Campus Withont Leaving campus without permission of a school staff | Elementary: Recommend Suspension to Recommend
Consent member Expulsion Expulsion
019A Tardy to Class Student persists to be tardy after receiving Detention Behavior to Next Disciplinary step

consequences for minor infractions. Tardy i1s defined
as not being present at the designated time that class
begins (by tardy bell, where applicable)

019B Truancy

Student 15 absent from school for five or more
unexcused days within anv school semester.

Mo consequence

No conse quence

020A Cheating

To violate testing pelicies to gain an advantage
during a graded or non-graded assignment {Cheating
during High Stakes Testing follows LPSS Test
Security Policy).

Zero on assignment, parent
notification

Zero on Assignment with In Schoel
Suspension to Suspension (1-3
Days)

020B Stealing less than $100
Value

Taking the property of a student, staff member, or
school valued at less than $100.

Counsel and Warn with Restitution
fo Suspension

In School Suspension to
Suspension (1-3 Days) with
Festitution

020C Stealing more than
£100 Value

Taking the property of a student, staff member. or
school valued at more than $100.

Counsel and Warn with Restitution
to Suspension

In School Suspension to
Suspension (1-3 Days) with
Eestitution

021A Any other Serious
Offense

Any serious, harmful incident resulting in need for
law enforcement intervention not previously
classified.

Recommend Expulsion

Eecommend Expulsion

021B Sexual Actrvity Engaging or attempting to engage in consensual Elementary: Discretion of Same
sexual relations on a school campus or at a school- Principal
related event

021C Indecent Exposure Intentionally revealing one’s genitals, buttocks, or Elementary: Discretion of Same
breasts with intent to shock or intimidate others. Principal

023 Battery The mtentional use of force or violence upon the Eecommend Expulsion and refer to | Same

person of another.

Law Enforcement

*For IDEA eligible students with disabilities, suspension and expulsions shall follow applicable laws, School Board policies, and provisions of the Individual

Education Plan (IEP). Likewise, for students determined to be disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, suspension, expulsion, and
other disciplinary measures shall follow applicable school laws, School Board policies, and provisions of the Section 504 Accommodation Plan.
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