
Windows Movie Maker  2 
 
Windows Movie Maker 2 is a video editing software package that is available for Windows XP operating 
systems. To download the latest version and to receive free add-on packs that include themed transitions, 
titles, sound effects, etc. visit: www.microsoft.com/moviemaker 
 Movie Maker has the ability to capture video from a digital camera, edit the video with transitions, effects, 
audio, and titles, and create a movie of varying sizes and quality.  However, it is not necessary to own a 
digital video camera to create a movie.  Movie Maker can use digital stills to create a movie with integrated 
audio tracks. The user friendly interface makes Movie Maker ideal for student projects as well as a great 
tool teachers can use to create instructional tools.   
 
 
 
To open the program: 
1. Start 
  
2. All Programs 
 
3. Select Windows Movie Maker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Movie Maker  2 Workspace 

Media Preview Pane 
 
Preview of selected 
clips, transitions, 
title animations, and 
effects play here 

Movie timeline/storyboard 
 
Clips can be selected, trimmed, 
and sequenced in this area. 

Movie Task Pane 
 
All steps involved 
in creating a 
movie are found 
here 

Collections Pane:  
 
Once media is imported, 
graphics, audio, and video 
files are located here.  
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The Movie Task Pane 
With a camera attached to your 
computer, you can capture video 
footage by selecting  
Capture from video device 

In order to import media located 
on your machine into your Movie 
Maker project, select one of the 
other three options. 
Import Video  
for video clips 
Import Pictures  
for graphics  
or 
Import audio or music 
For sound files 

Once an import selection 
is made (video, audio, or 
graphic) a dialogue box 
will open that allows you 
to navigate to the stored 
media file(s).  
 
To import the file into 
Movie Maker: 
 
Select the file and then 
select Import. 
 
Note:  
Multiple files may be 
imported simultaneously 
by selecting the file and 
holding either the Ctrl 
key or Shift key and then 
selecting Import 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once the clip has been 
imported into Movie 
Maker, a collection 
folder is created 
automatically using the 
file name and a 
thumbnail of the clip is 
shown in the collections 
pane. 

To insert the clip into a 
Movie Maker project: 
 
Select the clip 
Click and drag the clip to the 
Timeline or Storyboard area 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To insert multiple clips simultaneously 
Hold the Shift key while selecting clips 
Click and drag the clips to the Timeline or 
Storyboard area 

Storyboard View 

Click here for Timeline view 

The Timeline view allows you to trim clips, mute audio clips, control the volume of 
audio clips, view transitions, title overlays and length of clips.  It can be expanded 
or contracted to give the user differing views of the timeline of the project. 

The Storyboard view allows 
you to reorder clips, insert 
video transitions and effects, 
and add and remove media 
from the project 
Note: 
Right click in these views and 
you can copy, cut and paste 
 

Timeline View 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trimming a clip 
 
Select the clip in the 
Timeline 
 
Move cursor to the 
edge of the clip to be 
trimmed (clips can 
only be trimmed from 
the ends) 
 
When you see the red 
arrows, click and drag 
the end to the desired 
location of the clip. 
 
A preview of the 
exact frame you are 
trimming to, will 
appear in the preview 
pane. 

Trimming the middle of a clip 
 
A clip must first be split and 
then trimmed. 
 
Select the clip 
 
Move to the frame where you 
want to split the clip and  
 
Select the split button in the 
preview pane 

Movie Maker can also 
capture still photos 
from your video clip. 
 
Select the clip 
 
Pause on the desired 
frame 
 
Click on the camera 
in the preview pane 

Pictures captured from the 
video will be saved in My 
Pictures and automatically 
imported into the current 
collection.  This is a great 
way to create beginning and 
ending credits. 

Timeline Controls 

Expand Timeline Contract Timeline 

Record Narration 

View separate tracks of movie 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The many video effects available in Movie Maker can be added and removed simply. 
 
1. Select View Video Effects in the Task Pane. 
 
2. Select the desired effect in the collections pane 
 
3. Click and drag the effect onto the desired clip 
 
4. A preview of the effect will be available in the preview pane 
 
Notice clips with an added effect will have a blue star on them and those that do not 
will have a grayed out star 
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Transitions are added in the same fashion as video effects, except they are placed 
between clips.  A transition cannot be placed at the end of a movie if there is no clip 
to the right of the transition holder. 
 
Select View Transitions in the Task Pane 
 
Select the desired transition 
 
Click and drag the transition between the clips 
 
A preview of the transition will play in the preview pane. 
 
Note: add transitions prior to any audio or any titles, the transition will shorten the 
length of the two clips it is placed between thus altering the timing of  audio and any 
titles added on clips. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Make a title select Make Titles and Credits in the Task Pane  
 
 

This dialogue box will 
open in the collections 
pane and you can then 
select where you want 
your text. 
 
At the beginning 
Before a clip 
On a clip 
After a clip 
At the end 

You can then enter the text for your title and preview it in the preview pane. 
 
You can also change the font type, color, size, and style by selecting the Change the 
text font and color link 
 
Or change the title animation by selecting the Change the title animation link 
 
When finished making changes select Done, add title to movie 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audio files added to 
your project can be 
altered in the Timeline 
View. 
 
Select the audio clip 
 
Right click on clip 
Select the desired task 
from the menu options 
available 
 
  

Either the audio added or the audio that accompanies the video file can be altered. 
To shorten an audio file simply click and drag from either end. 
 

Once you have your 
movie edited to your 
liking you can save your 
movie in a variety of 
formats depending on 
how you intend to publish 
your movie.  These 
options are available in 
the Task pane 

As you are working on your project 
from time to time you will need to 
save and come back later to finish 
editing.  When you get to a stopping 
point,  
Select File 
And then Save Project As 
Saving a project means it can be 
edited in Movie Maker saving a 
movie means the movie can no 
longer be edited in Movie Maker 

If you get stuck at any 
point during the creation 
of your movie, you can 
take advantage of the 
detailed help files by 
selecting one of the  
Movie Making Tips. 


