
Definition of Terms  
 

STATE TERMS  

  

1. ACCELERATION - Advancement of a pupil at a rate faster than usual in or from a 

given grade or course. This may include gifted students identified according to Pupil 

Appraisal Handbook.  

  

2. ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT - (Revised definition by state)  

a. STATE ASSESSMENT LEAP Connect or Louisiana Alternate Assessment Level 1 

(LAA1)  

 

STATE ASSESSMENT Alternate Assessments, Level 1 (LAA1) was developed for 

students for whom there is evidence that the student is functioning three (3) or more 

standard deviations below the mean in cognitive functioning and/or adaptive behavior. 

Only students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are eligible to participate in 

LAA1. (For more specific current criteria refer to the State IEP Program).  

  

3. ELL - English Language Learner (See LEP).  

  

4. ESL - English as a Second Language (ESL) is an educational program focused on 

language development and content area instruction for students who are "limited English 

proficient."  

 

5. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - Those activities which are not directly related 

to the program of study and which are under the supervision and/or coordination of the 

school instructional staff, and are considered valuable for the overall development of the 

student.  

 

6. HOME SCHOOL PROGRAM - A program in which an approved curriculum can be 

implemented under the direction and control of a parent or a tutor- a court appointed 

guardian under Louisiana Law.  

 

7. HOME STUDY -A parent or tutor is permitted to provide instruction. This program does 

not operate as a school.  

  

8. STATE ASSESSMENT SUMMER SCHOOL - District sponsored summer school and 

end-of-summer retest offered at no cost to the student/parent, to all students who score at 

the "Unsatisfactory" level on STATE ASSESSMENT.  

  

9. LEP - The term LEP is an acronym for "limited English proficient.” According to Public 

Law 100-297 (April 28, 1998), the terms "limited English proficiency" and "limited 

English proficient" when used with reference to individuals means:  

a)  individuals who were not born in the United States or whose native language is a 

language    

     other than English;  



b)  individuals who come from environments where a language other than English is 

           dominant; and 

  

c)  individuals who are American Indian and Alaska Natives and who come from  

     environments where a language other than English has had a significant impact on 

their  

     level of English language proficiency;  

 

     and who, by reason thereof, have sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, writing, or  

     understanding the English language to deny such individuals the opportunity to learn    

     successfully in classrooms where the language of instruction is English or to 

participate  

     fully in our society. This term also refers to English Language Learner (ELL).  

 

10. PROMOTION - A pupil's placement from a lower to a higher grade based on local and 

state criteria. 

  

11. PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN - "The comprehensive plan developed and adopted by 

each parish or city school board with goals and objectives which are compatible with the 

Louisiana competency-based education program and which supplement the standards 

approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; particular 

emphasis shall be placed upon the student's mastery of the skills of reading, writing and 

mathematics before he or she would be recommended for promotion or placement 

provided that other factors shall be considered." (Act 750)  

 

12. REGULAR PLACEMENT - The assignment of students to classes, grades, or programs 

based on a set of criteria established in the pupil progression plan. Placement includes 

promotion, retention, compensatory programs and/or remediation, and acceleration. 

  

13. REMEDIAL PROGRAMS - Programs designed to assist students, including identified 

students with disabilities and Non/Limited English Proficient (LEP) students, to 

overcome educational deficits identified through the Louisiana Education Assessment 

Program or other local criteria.  

 

14. REMEDIATION - See Remedial Programs.  

 

15. RETENTION - Non-promotion of a pupil from a lower to a higher grade.  

 

16. SCHOOL DAYS - The daily period of time established by the LEA as the official 

operating hours of the school for administrative and instructional purposes, as well as co-

curricular activities.  

 

 A list of terms used in the local plan. (Terms must be clearly defined; they will be used as 

the basis for interpretation of the components of the local plan.)  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL TERMS  

 

1. ACADEMIC DISHONESTY - Academic dishonesty consists of any deliberate attempt 

to falsify, fabricate or otherwise tamper with data, information, records, or any other 

material that is relevant to the student's participation in any course, laboratory, or other 

academic exercise or function. Most, although not all, such attempts fall into one or more 

of the following three (3) categories: 1) Plagiarism, 2) Cheating, or 3) Other Academic 

Misconduct: falsifying or fabricating data, records, or any information relevant to the 

student's participation in any course or academic exercise.  

 

2. ACADEMIC GRADE - A representation by a letter grade of A, B, C, D, or F which 

communicates the achievement level earned in a course based on mastery of the course 

content standards. This definition applies to end of marking period grades and final 

course grades. A student demonstrates mastery based on the student's performance on 

assessments. An academic grade is not based on attendance, completion, participation, 

behavior, or compliance.  

 

3. ACADEMICALLY ABLE STUDENTS - One who is functioning at grade level as 

determined by the local school system.  

 

 Foreign Language and Special Education - for special education students 

identified in accordance with Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook, and the 

IEP Committee shall determine the student's eligibility to receive foreign 

language instruction, provided the student is performing at grade level.  

 

4. ASSESSMENT - The process of gathering information on student learning from a 

variety of sources to understand how well students are achieving the content standards of 

a course.  

 

5. BLOCK SCHEDULING –Systems that award four credits per semester (4 x 4 block), or 

eight credits per year by alternating A/B days (4 x 8 block) by extending class periods 

and compacting instruction. Classes are held for 90 minutes and must meet for one full 

semester, or full year, in order for the students to be awarded a Carnegie Unit.  

 

6. BULLETIN 741 - Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators containing regulations 

used in the administration of elementary, secondary, and adult education programs.  

 

7. CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT - A document presented to exceptional students 

who have participated in the STATE ASSESSMENT Alternate Assessment according to 

their IEP and completed all pertinent requirements in Bulletin 741.  

 



8. CREDIT EXAMINATION - An examination that will test the mastery of the 

performance objectives in Louisiana State Standards for a particular subject. Credit shall 

be granted on a pass or fail basis only.  

 

9. EARLY ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - A comprehensive early childhood screening 

program for Lafayette Parish which identifies handicapping conditions in the 3- to 5-year 

old population. 

  

10. EARLY COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM - A college program through which 

superior high school students that have completed their junior year in high school may be 

allowed to enroll in regular college classes. 

  

11. EDUCATIONALLY DEPRIVED CHILDREN - Children whose educational 

attainment is below that appropriate for children of their age. 

  

12. ESAA - Emergency School Assistance Act originally created to assist school districts 

with problems related to desegregation.  

 

13. ESEA TITLE I - A federally-funded program which provides financial assistance to 

Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to meet the needs of educationally deprived children 

living in low-income areas.  

 

14. FAPE - Free and Appropriate Public Education  

 

15. FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS - (Academic Practice) Assessments that gather 

information for constructive and specific feedback to guide improvements for instruction 

and student learning. Examples of formative assessments include quizzes, rough drafts of 

papers, and lab reports. Additional items are interim checks of project work and in-class 

practice work evaluated for correctness. These examples are used to determine student 

progress toward the mastery of content necessary for success on summative assessment. 

Other examples of Formative Assessments include but are not limited to pre-writing, 

outlining, first drafts (the steps of the writing process), reading check quizzes, journals, 

graphic organizers, developmental steps of embedded assessments, exit slips, and written 

quizzes.  

 

16. GRADING - The process for evaluating the quality of student work based on identified 

criteria and assigning a value to represent the level of achievement attained. The purpose 

of grading is to communicate the quality of student work and degree of content mastery 

to the student and the parent.  

 

17. HISET (HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY TEST) - A national test which may be 

taken by persons who want to receive a high school equivalency diploma.  

 

18. GRADE LEVEL - Students achieve at curriculum level required by Lafayette Parish 

School System for promotion and assignment to a grade.  

 



19. HOMEBOUND PROGRAM - A K-12 instructional program to maintain academic 

progress for students who are ill and who are under doctor's orders, and are unable to 

attend school for three weeks or longer.  

 

 

20. HOMEWORK - an assignment given to a student to be completed outside the regular 

class period; not to include any assignment that requires technology/internet or resources 

a student may not have access to at home. 

  

21. INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM - A legal document that is specifically 

designed to meet the needs of the exceptional child. The IEP describes and explains the 

individual education plan which ensures that each child will be provided a free 

appropriate public education (FAPE) according to IDEA and Gifted/Talented guidelines.  

 

22. IDEA - Individuals with Disabilities Education Act  

 

23. INSTRUCTIONAL LEVELS - A plan formulated to meet the specific needs of students 

of varying educational backgrounds and academic abilities. The instructional levels are as 

follows:  

a) Regular - Course content is designed for students who have a background of average 

    achievement. Although these students perform at grade level, they need reinforcement 

of  

    organizational and related thinking skills, and concentration on oral and written 

language.  

b) Honors - Course content is designed for students who learn rapidly, who have a good  

    command of language, and who have the potential to succeed in courses that demand 

time 

    and concentrated study. Honors classes designation shall only be given to core 

curriculum 

    courses.  

c) PreAP and Advanced Placement - A program sponsored by the College Board and  

    Educational Testing Services to provide courses for academically able students, which 

offer  

    greater opportunities for individual progress and accomplishment. Students who score 

well  

    on advanced placement examinations receive college credit.  

d) Gifted - Gifted children and youth are students who demonstrate abilities that give 

evidence  

    of high performance in academic and intellectual aptitude and having been identified 

    according to Louisiana Criteria.  

 

24. INSTRUCTIONAL ACCOMMODATIONS - A change made within all educational 

settings to meet the needs of students with exceptionalities or students receiving 

accommodations according to the 504 plan.  

 



25. INVOLVEMENT CENTER - Center, or classroom, in which the teacher instructs and 

counsels students who have discipline problems.  

 

26. LEP - Local Education Agency (Lafayette Parish School System).  

 

27. LOUISIANA STATE STANDARDS - A description of what students should know and 

be able to do through subject matter, knowledge, proficiencies, etc., gained as a result of 

their education.  

 

28. MIDDLE SCHOOL - In the Pupil Progression Plan, this term refers to an organizational 

structure that includes grades 6, 7, and 8.  

 

29. Transition in Progress Program - A program offered to deliver regular classroom 

instruction and specifically designed to meet the needs of selected middle-grade students 

who are not meeting with academic success.  

 

30. POLICIES - Principles, regulations, and rules adopted by the Lafayette Parish School 

System as consistent guides to educational procedure.  

  

31. PORTFOLIOS - A collection of the following student work samples: Benchmark 

Assessments, math end-of-the year test, STAR, writing samples, class performance, 

district assessments and other data supporting the determination that the student is 

functioning on grade level.  

 

32. PUPIL APPRAISAL HANDBOOK (FORMERLY BULLETIN 1508) - A bulletin 

published by the State Department of Education which defines the criteria for all 

exceptionalities recognized by the State of Louisiana.  

 

33. SBLC - A building level committee of knowledgeable persons, per requirements of 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act of 1973 which shall be composed of a building 

administrator, a counselor (when available), and a regular education teacher. Others, 

including the child's teacher(s), parents, a special education teacher or special education 

supervisor or any other involved professional may be included on the committee, when 

necessary. Duties of the committee shall include:  

 

a. Reviewing records and making suggestions for accommodations/interventions within 

the classroom setting; 

  

b. Reviewing decisions relative to the promotion/retention status of all students under 

consideration for possible retention;  

 

a. Making recommendations regarding progression of students within appropriate    

      remedial/compensatory programs;  

 

b. Reviewing circumstances relating to identified special students and 

 



c. Giving special consideration to the progression of students with current multi-

discipline evaluations and individual education plans  

 

34. SECTION 504 - The section of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which applies to persons 

with disabilities. It is a civil rights act, which protects the civil and constitutional rights of 

individuals. It is enforced by the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights.  

 

35. STATE ASSESSMENT - The Louisiana Educational Assessment Program 2025 (LEAP 

2025) administered at various grade levels. 

 

  

36. STUDENT PERMANENT CUMULATIVE RECORD - The official record of the 

student's work year by year throughout his/her school life, K-12.  

 

37. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES - Students with a disability as defined by IDEA.  

 

38. SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS - (Academic Achievement) Assessments that measure 

the level of success, mastery, or proficiency that has been obtained by comparing it to 

content standards or benchmarks. Examples of summative assessments include unit tests, 

final grades on major projects and papers, performance assessments, the final version of 

an embedded assessments, and any other major assessments that may occur at the end of 

a unit of study to measure student mastery of course content. Other examples of 

Summative Assessments include but are not limited to the final version of an essay, final 

project or product, unit assessment, a completed work of literature or poetry, tests, final 

exams, lab reports, and skills performance tests. 

 


