
                    Lafayette Parish Vocal Music 

Mission and Vision Statement 

 

Mission 

 

The mission of the Lafayette Parish Vocal Music Department is to provide each student with the 

skills needed to experience a lifetime love of music while stimulating creativity and critical 

thinking skills. 

 

Vision 

 

The Lafayette Parish Vocal Music Department will encourage all students to achieve their greatest 

potential by: 

 

● valuing a life enriched by the arts 

● embracing Louisiana’s strong tradition of music 

● providing an opportunity to select music as a profession  

● inspiring students to realize their full artistic potential while equipping them with skills 

needed to succeed in today's world 

 
  

      



 

LAFAYETTE PARISH VOCAL MUSIC  

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 
 

SING    

 Grade 6 Grade 7-8 Grade 9-12 

 
Approach 

to the 

Singing 

Voice and 

the 

Concept 

of Melody 

● Sing motives, phrases and familiar and 
new songs alone and with others. 

● Sing within an expanding vocal range of 
an octave with accommodation for the 
changing tessitura of the cambiata vocal 
range.   

● Sing designated motives, or parts of 
songs. 

● Sing the melodic contour of a short 
series of pitches. 

● Sing two-part and three part 
arrangements with ostinato, canons, 
simple partner songs/counter-melodies, 
descant, homophonic chording, and/or 
polyphony. 

● Sing with appropriate rhythm, melody, 
harmony, form, phrasing, style, 
expression, dynamics, tempo, texture, 
timbre, and diction. 

● Sing with correct posture, breath, and 
tone production. 

● Demonstrate respectful and productive 
behavior in performances and 
rehearsals working cooperatively within 
the ensemble. 

● Perform in small and large ensembles. 

● Sing motives, phrases and known and new 
songs alone and with others. 

● Sing within an expanding vocal range of 
an octave or more with accommodation 
for the changing tessitura of the cambiata 
vocal range. 

●  Sing designated motives, or parts of 
songs. 

● Sing intervals within a major sixth, do-
la. 

● Sing the melodic contour of a short 
series of pitches. 

● Sing two-part and three part 
arrangements with ostinato, canons, 
simple partner songs/counter-melodies, 
descant, homophonic chording, and/or 
polyphony. 

● Sing with appropriate rhythm, melody, 
harmony, form, phrasing, style, 
expression, dynamics, tempo, texture, 
timbre, and diction. 

● Sing with correct posture, breath, and 
tone production. 

● Demonstrate respectful and productive 
behavior in performances and rehearsals 
working cooperatively within the 
ensemble. 

● Perform in small and large ensembles. 

● Sing motives, phrases and known and new 
songs alone and with others. 

● Sing within an expanding vocal range of 
an octave or more with accommodation 
for the changing tessitura of the cambiata 
vocal range. 

●  Sing designated motives, or parts of 
songs. 

● Sing the melodic contour of a short 
series of pitches. 

● Sing intervals within an octave. 

● Sing two-part. three part, four part, or 
eight part arrangements with ostinato, 
canons, simple partner songs/counter-
melodies, descant, homophonic chording, 
and/or polyphony. 

● Sing with appropriate rhythm, melody, 
harmony, form, phrasing, style, 
expression, dynamics, tempo, texture, 
timbre, and diction. 

● Sing with correct posture, breath, and 
tone production. 

● Demonstrate respectful and productive 
behavior in performances and rehearsals 
working cooperatively within the 
ensemble. 

● Perform in small and large ensembles. 
 

 
 

 



 

RHYTHM   

 

 

 Grade 6 Grade 7-8  Grade 9-12 

 
Approach 
To Concepts 
of Beat, Note 
and Rest 
Values 

 

 Perform the beat in simple and 

compound meter. 

 Distinguish between beat and 

rhythm in familiar songs. 

 Tap the rhythm while singing 

aloud. 

 Tap the rhythm while audiating 

a song or rhyme. 

 Tap the rhythm while stepping 

to the beat. 

 Imitate (echo-clap) longer 

rhythmic, 4-8 beat motives 

performed by the teacher. 

 Recognize conducting patterns 

for simple meter songs using 

two, three, or four beat  

patterns with tempo variations 

 Move appropriately to music in 

simple and compound meter. 

 Sing, dance, and play complex 

games from a variety of cultures 

and styles. 

 

 Perform the beat in simple and 

compound meter. 

 Distinguish between beat and rhythm 

in familiar songs. 

 Tap the rhythm while singing aloud. 

 Tap the rhythm while audiating a 

song or rhyme. 

 Tap the rhythm while stepping to the 

beat. 

 Imitate (echo-clap) rhythmic, 8-12 

beat motives performed by the 

teacher. 

 Recognize conducting patterns for 

simple meter songs using two, three, 

or four beat  patterns with tempo 

variations 

 Move appropriately to music in 

simple and compound meter. 

 Decode, recall, perform and/or 

notate rhythmic motives performed 

by the teacher. 

 Recall and perform rhythmic motives, 

phrases or songs read from notation. 

  Perform the beat in simple and 

compound meter. 

 Distinguish between beat and 

rhythm in familiar songs. 

 Tap the rhythm while singing aloud. 

 Tap the rhythm while audiating a 

song or rhyme. 

 Tap the rhythm while stepping to 

the beat. 

 Imitate (echo-clap) rhythmic, 8-12 

beat motives performed by the 

teacher. 

 Recognize conducting patterns for 

simple meter songs using two, 

three, or four beat  patterns with 

tempo variations 

 Move appropriately to music in 

simple and compound meter. 

 Decode, recall, perform and/or 

notate rhythmic motives performed 

by the teacher. 

 Recall and perform rhythmic 

motives, phrases or songs read 

from notation. 

 
 
 
 
 



LISTEN    

 Grade 6 Grade 7-8 
 

Grade 9-12 
 

 
 
Approach to 
Development 
of Listening 
Skills 

 Listen to and study folk, 

traditional and art music 

which will draw attention to: 

o Comparative 

concepts  

o Pieces that suggest a 

story 

o Instruments of 

various cultures and 

styles 

o Musical terminology 

and vocabulary 

 Identify large and small 

ensembles such as:  choir, 

orchestra, concert band, string 

quartet, woodwind quartet, 

brass quintet, percussion 

ensemble. 

 Recognize and identify genres 

such as:  concerto, symphony, 

opera, oratorio, and musical. 

 Recognize, describe, and 

identify the vocal range 

categories unison, 2-part or 

SA. 

 Demonstrate development of 

inner hearing and memory 

skills through melodic 

exercises. 
 

 

 Listen to and study folk, traditional and 

art music which will draw attention to: 

o Comparative concepts  

o Pieces that suggest a story 

o Instruments of various 

cultures and styles 

o Musical terminology and 

vocabulary 

 Recognize, identify, and describe vocal 

and instrumental music of diverse 

cultures from recordings or live 

performances. 

 Recognize and identify composers and 

genres of music from various eras. 

 Recognize, describe, and identify the 

vocal range categories unison, 2-part or 

SA,         MS-SAB, and MS-SATB. 

 Recognize and identify the melodic 

contour of a short series of pitches.  

 Recognize and identify major and 

minor solfa. 

 Recognize and identify melodic motives 

in a variety of music. 

 Recognize and identify melodic 

sequences. 

 Recognize and identify sectional form 

and terminology such as binary (AB), 

ternary (ABA), rondo (ABACA…), 

verse/refrain, introduction, coda, 

interlude, theme and variation.   

 

 Listen to and study folk, traditional and 

art music which will draw attention to: 

o Comparative concepts  

o Pieces that suggest a story 

o Instruments of various 

cultures and styles 

o Musical terminology and 

vocabulary 

 Recognize, identify, and describe vocal 

and instrumental music of diverse 

cultures from recordings or live 

performances. 

 Recognize and identify composers and 

genres of music from various eras. 

 Recognize, describe, and identify the 

vocal range categories unison, 2-part or 

SA,         SSA, SSAA, TB, TTB, TBB, SATB, 

SSAATTBB. 

 Recognize and identify the melodic 

contour of a short series of pitches.  

 Recognize and identify major and 

minor solfa. 

 Recognize and identify melodic motives 

in a variety of music. 

 Recognize and identify melodic 

sequences. 

 Recognize and identify sectional form 

and terminology such as binary (AB), 

ternary (ABA), rondo (ABACA…), 

verse/refrain, introduction, coda, 

interlude, theme and variation.   



  

 
 

READ AND 
WRITE 

   

 Grade 6 Grade 7-8 Grade 9-12 



 
 
 
Approach 
to Notation 

 Use basic terminology to 
identify known rhythmic and 
melodic elements. 

 Clap and sing or say the rhythm 
of familiar songs and rhymes, 
using rhythmic duration 
symbols. 

 Read, write and/or take 
dictation of familiar and new 
motives and songs that contain 
rhythms in simple meter. 

o Identify strong and 
weak beats in 2/4, 3/4, 
and 4/4. 

o Place barlines correctly 
and number the 
measures. 

o Recognize and identify 
the quarter note as the 
beat note in simple 
meter. 

 Use repeat signs, first and 
second endings, da capo (DC), 
dal segno (D.S.), and Coda signs 
correctly. 

 Use musical terminology and 
vocabulary such as:  allegro, 
andante, moderato, largo, 
presto, pianissimo, piano, 
mezzo-piano, mezzo-forte, 
forte, and fortissimo, legato, 
staccato, ritardando, 
accelerando, decrescendo, and 
crescendo.  
 

 

 Use basic terminology to identify known 
rhythmic and melodic elements. 

 Clap and sing or say the rhythm of 
familiar songs and rhymes, using 
rhythmic duration symbols. 

 Read, write and/or take dictation of 
familiar and new motives and songs that 
contain rhythms in simple meter. 

o Identify strong and weak beats 
in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4. 

o Place barlines correctly and 
number the measures. 

o Recognize and identify the 
quarter note as the beat note in 
simple meter. 

 Use repeat signs, first and second 
endings, da capo (DC), dal segno (D.S.), 
and Coda signs correctly. 

 Use musical terminology and vocabulary 
such as:  allegro, andante, moderato, 
largo, presto, pianissimo, piano, mezzo-
piano, mezzo-forte, forte, and fortissimo, 
legato, staccato, ritardando, accelerando, 
decrescendo, and crescendo.  

 Recognize and identify the difference 
between a whole step and a half step.  

 Recognize and identify the structure of a 
major scale as WWHWWWH. 

 Read and notate familiar melodic 
elements through one or more of the 
following methods:  iconic 
representation, hand signs, solfa, 
numbers or staff notation.   
 
 

 

 Use basic terminology to identify known 
rhythmic and melodic elements. 

 Clap and sing or say the rhythm of familiar 
songs and rhymes, using rhythmic duration 
symbols. 

 Read, write and/or take dictation of familiar 
and new motives and songs that contain 
rhythms in simple meter. 

o Identify strong and weak beats in 
2/4, 3/4, and 4/4. 

o Place barlines correctly and number 
the measures. 

o Recognize and identify the quarter 
note as the beat note in simple 
meter. 

 Use repeat signs, first and second endings, 
da capo (DC), dal segno (D.S.), and Coda 
signs correctly. 

 Use musical terminology and vocabulary 
such as:  allegro, andante, moderato, largo, 
presto, pianissimo, piano, mezzo-piano, 
mezzo-forte, forte, and fortissimo, legato, 
staccato, ritardando, accelerando, 
decrescendo, and crescendo.  

 Recognize and identify the difference 
between a whole step and a half step.  

 Recognize and identify the structure of a 
major scale as 1-1 – ½- 1-1-1- ½-. 

 Recognize and identify the structure of a 
minor scale as 1- ½- 1- 1- ½- 1 ½- 1. 

 Read and notate familiar melodic elements 
through one or more of the following 
methods:  iconic representation, hand signs, 
solfa, numbers or staff notation.   

 

 


